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Recently Eric Enge, President of Stone Temple Consulting ς a Boston area SEO consultancy authored a 

column on searchengineland.com1 titled: 

14 Key Requirements for a Search Friendly CMS 

 

CǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  In all the green ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŜȄt of 

the article, followed by how Koorus addresses each point.  /ƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΧ  

 

Koorus delivers all of the key elements on one simple screen.  Take a look at the Koorus Page Wizard: 

 

 You can clearly see where you can enter Page Title and meta Description in this screen.  Why bother 

with these?  Both elements help 

your SEO rankings.  The Page 

Title gives you an opportunity to 

tell both your visitors and the 

search engines, what this page is 

about.   

 

The meta Description is 

presented in the Search Engine 

Results Page (SERP), providing a 

place for your keyword strategy 

to support the search engine as 

well as provide a summary of 

information about that page. 

                                                           
1
 Read the full article at 14 Key Requirements For A Search Friendly CMS  

(http://www.searchengineland.com/14-key-requirements-for-a-search-friendly-cms-19409) 

One of the most important SEO decisions you make is the selection of your content management 

system (CMS). Your CMS can make SEO easy, or, in some cases, make SEO virtually impossible. 

Here are 14 crucial elements you should verify in a CMS before you commit to using it. 

 

1. Control over titles, H1 headings and meta descriptions.  In this day and age it may shock 

ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ /a{Ω ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇŀƎŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ 

sadly, they exist. Worse, the vendors of these systems often charge exorbitant fees to fix 

the job as part of a customization project.  Simply insist on these capabilities, and if it 

costs anything extra (at all) pick a different vendor.  

http://www.searchengineland.com/14-key-requirements-for-a-search-friendly-cms-19409
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IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻƻƎƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƻƻǊǳǎ IƻƳŜ tŀƎŜΥ 

 

 

 

5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ŧƛnd at that page?  It sure does! 

 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άIƻƳŜέΣ ǘƘŜ Page Title Koorus Web Design System & Online Business Control 

Center is displayed.  Likewise, the Description nicely summarizes what a visitor will find if they click the 

ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀƎŜΦ   bƻǿΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǎŜǘǳǇΥ 

 

 
 

Does that make you want to click on that link?  Probably not so much. 

 

So, if you do not have a Meta Description tag for your page, some search engines will simply grab the 

first few lines of your page to serve as the description of your site.  This might just be your phone 

number, or links you have placed up in the header.   

 

Additionally, the Page Setup screen allows you to: 

¶ Specify the Name as it will appear in the menu  

¶ Specify the extension of the page (html, htm, asp, aspx, php or none).  If youΩǊŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ a page 

or an entire site to Koorus, you can keep your existing links intact, right down to the page 

extensions.  In many CMS systems, you are not given the option of choosing a page extension, 

so if  ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ I¢a ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ /a{ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘ tItΣ 

all your links that people have bookmarked and have earned Search Ranking will be lost.  
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¶ Add META Tags from the various 

search engines.  This is absolutely 

necessary when validating site 

ownership for services such as Google 

and Yahoo! Webmaster Tools.  Sadly, it 

is something that most CMSs forget as 

well.  

 

¶ {ǇŜŎƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ άCŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎέ ƛŎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ 

the search bar.  Have you ever wondered how to get your own 

custom icon to display in other peoples browser like Google 

does?  (circled in red at right) 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonder no more ς Koorus has a place for 

that too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can easily add your company 

or product icon and of course, with 

no coding necessary. 
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Enter Meta Keywords 

Although this has minimal, if any, value to the modern search engines (the debate seems endless!) 

Koorus gives you the choice.  Why not take a couple of minutes, enter some appropriate keywords and 

ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘΚ  !ǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻǊǊȅέΦ 

 

Using H1 Tags 

 UsinƎ YƻƻǊǳǎΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ²¸{L²¸D ŜŘƛǘƻǊΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

also specify H1 through H6 headings.  The Heading 

level identification is important to the search 

engines because they assume that if you thought 

something was important enough to designate it as 

a heading (particularly H1), then the words used in 

that heading should have more significance when it 

comes to determining search relevance. 

 

 

 

 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ YƻƻǊǳǎΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ   For each image, you can ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ άŀƭǘέ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 

simply by filling in the textbox labeled: 

Alternative Text.  By utilizing keywords in those 

descriptions, your images become a 

contributor to search optimization.  

 

Furthermore, you can specify default alt text 

for an image, and even choose to change it 

each time that the image is placed on a page.   

  

2. Control over image alt attributes. Make sure you have the ability to implement the alt 

attribute within your image tags. This is the best method you have to tell a search engine 

what an image is about, so the capability is a must.  
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Creating custom anchor text in Koorus is simple and fast. To add a hyperlink, select the text or an 

image that you want to link (the anchor text) and click on the link button in the toolbar.  The Link 

Options window will appear: 

 

 
 

As you can see in the picture above, not only can you specify the anchor text, but you can also: 

¶ Select from an existing page on your site, enter an external URL or even link to an email address.  

¶ Specify the rollover text.  A link without helpful rollover text is like a painted window!  Let your 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ άǎŜŜέ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΗ 

¶ /ƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Χ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ όǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 

current page), or a new window leaving your launching page available. 

¶ Optionally open a new window in άƪƛƻǎƪέ ƳƻŘŜ ς a window with no extra buttons or navigation 

controls ς and you can specify the dimensions of the new window as well.  This is a great choice for 

pop-ups, additional info pages, etc.   

¶ YƻƻǊǳǎΩǎ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ά.ƻƻƪƳŀǊƪέ ŀƴ ŀnchor point on your current page so your 

visitors can easily jump to the desired information with a click of the mouse 

 

3. Custom anchor text.  Another must have. Make sure the CMS you choose allows you to do 

ǘƘƛǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  
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By visiting the Koorus SEO Center, you get complete control of the no follow, no index properties of any 

page as pictured below:  

 
As mentioned earlier, this first tab of the SEO center enables you to specify Menu Name, Page Name, 

Page Extension, Page Title, and Meta Description & Keywords Χ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

maximize your SEO effectiveness.   

 

But Koorus also offers additional important tools on the second tab (Location) which allow you to easily 

re-order the page presentation of 

your website, optimize the page 

name in the brƻǿǎŜǊΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

bar and easily allow you to 

incorporate page redirects (301 

redirects). 

 

4. Nofollow, noindex support. While you might be able to live without this one, remember that this 

capability can save you from duplicate content nightmares, and it is also useful to do some basic 

Page Rank sculpting.  



Page 8   

 
 

This is an easy one for Koorus!  Quite simply, Koorus does not create any automatically generated 

hidden text.  Period. 

 

 
 

This important concept is easily managed in the Location tab of the SEO Center shown below: 

 

 
 

 

6. Canonical redirects. Verify that you can implement a proper canonical redirect (using 301s!). 

In addition, check out the way the CMS handles the default document. Are you going to end 

up with all your internal links pointing to www.youdomain.com/index.html (or something 

similar)? This is not desirable.  Search for comments about your potential CMS on the forums 

and see if anyone has had hidden text problems with it.  

5. Avoid hidden text issues. Not too long ago I wrote about how some CMS systems make 

legitimate use of display: none, but there are many other ways to create hidden text. Many 

of these uses are legitimate, and should not be a major worry. However, do some searching 

for comments about your potential CMS on the forums and see if anyone has had hidden text 

problems with it.  

http://www.seomoz.org/blog/guide-to-hidden-text
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In fact, all Koorus redirects are 301 redirects by default.  Select from a page within your site or enter a 

page on another site.  Canonical redirects in Koorus are a snap, and the default document does not have 

to be referenced by /index.html, home.aspx, etc. 

 

 

 

²ƛǘƘ YƻƻǊǳǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ  !ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ 

YƻƻǊǳǎ ŀǊŜ олмΩǎ ōȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΦ 

  

 
 

Koorus NEVER appends data to any URL unless you specifically put it there.  DƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ¦w[Ωǎ 

that look like this:  

 

http://www.sampledomain/Execute/Main.asp?MID=1238&source=ml&CID=3474671&BSID=TID= 

 

(yes, thatΩǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ¦w[ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ƭƛƴƪ ƴƻǿύ 

 

Instead, you can craft a URL that looks more like this: 

 

http://www.Koorus.com/features.aspx 

 

The search engines will thank you. J 

  

8. Clean URLs without session parameters. It is critical that your CMS not rely on session IDs on 

your URLs, or clutter URLs with other parameters. The CMS should rely on cookies to pass 

data about the user, and just accept the fact that users without cookies get less optimized 

performance.  

7. Default redirects. Hopefully, the default redirects are 301 redirects. If not, it must be simple 

to select a 301. Otherwise at some point in the future some well meaning developer will end 

up using a 302 by accident.  
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With Koorus, you have complete control over the entire URL structure!  You can accept the default URL 

which Koorus automatically builds for you (based on page placement in the website hierarchy).  As an 

example, the Features page on the Koorus site would be reflected as www.Koorus.com/features.aspx. 

 

 
Or, you can gain even greater SEO significance and craft your own URL such as:   

http://www.Koorus.com/learn-more-about-Koorus/features.aspx 

This important concept allows you to communicate to separate audiences in their preferred language!  

CƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ άFeaturesέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

engines, they can better serve your page when someone wants to learn more about important feature 

elements. 

  

9. Customizable URL structure. The CMS designer should not be the one deciding the URL 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ {9h ǘŜŀƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ /a{ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

control this.  

http://www.koorus.com/features.aspx
http://www.koorus.com/learn-more-about-Koorus/features.aspx
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Koorus has this covered by giving you complete breadcrumb control!  When you decide to add a piece of 

content to your Koorus website page, one of the selections you can make is a content type aptly named 

ά.ǊŜŀŘŎǊǳƳōέΥ 

 

 
 

Just drop this content item on a page, and Koorus will build the breadcrumb for you.  And of course, you 

can choose to customize it by specifying: 

¶ Background color 

¶ Separator character 

¶ Font style and color 

¶ Rollover font style and color 

¶ Rollover background color 

  

10.  Breadcrumbs. These really help reinforce the structure of the site for the search engine 

ŎǊŀǿƭŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άǘƘŜƳŜέ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ your site in an optimal way.  
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Koorus avoids this common problem completely. 

 

  
 

The concept addressed here is certainly valid, but given the SEO flexibility that is baked into every aspect 

of Koorus, large sites are equally easily managed.    You can read more about it here:  

http://searchengineland.com/scalable-on-page-seo-strategies-11792  

 

 
 

Flexibility of publishing articles is ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ YƻƻǊǳǎΩ robust functionality!    Not only can you 

schedule start and stop dates for entire pages of content to appear and disappear, but you can also set 

publish dates for individual pieces of content on any page. 

 

This gives you the flexibility to have a holiday message on your home page appear (and most 

importantly ς disappear) at your command!  In addition, maybe that holiday message has an embedded 

link to another related page of specials and you want that entire page to appear and disappear in 

concert with the holiday message. 

 

13.  A way to publish articles on an optional basis. On a large site you may have a catalog of 

similar pages you publish with content from a database. You may wish to supplement that 

with some handwritten content, but if you have thousands of these pages you may be able 

to only do it for some of them. If your CMS allows you to handcraft articles for only some 

of the pages and not others you can simply write the articles as your team has bandwidth 

to do so, and publish them as they get written with that, or they give you a way to address 

it.  

12.  Scalable optimization. On large sites you will not be able to hand-optimize pages. You will 

need a scalable way to address these, and flexibility from your CMS is required to help you 

with that, or they give you a way to address it.  

11.  Duplicate content control. This is one of the most common CMS problems. Many of them 

create reams and reams of duplicate content. The good ones either avoid this altogether, or 

they give you a way to address it.  

http://searchengineland.com/scalable-on-page-seo-strategies-11792
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Not only that, but if either your page or a piece of content on your page is about to expire, Koorus can 

ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ƎǳŀǊŘΦ 

 

 
 

Koorus automatically creates the sitemap for you.  Each time you add a page or shuffle the order of 

your web pages, an XML sitemap is automatically updated. 

 

14.  Sitemap generation. Since your CMS is helping in the generation of the site, it should be 

able to help you create an XML sitemap.  
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The sitemap can always be found by simply typing your ǎƛǘŜΩǎ domain into a browser followed by: 

άκǎƛǘŜƳŀǇΦŀǎǇȄέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ 

a matter of providing them with the address to your sitemap: 

www.yourdomain.com/sitemap.aspx 

 

With that, you can see that Koorus is 14 for 14 of the points in the original article.  In fact, Search Engine 

hǇǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ άǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊŜŘ ǘo be integrated with every aspect of SEO. 

 

SEO is just one of the many facets that make the powerful, flexible and incredibly friendly Koorus 

product an ideal CMS solution for you.  To learn more about how this remarkable product can help you 

broaden your Internet reach, visit Koorus ς Your Complete Web Business Control Center  or paste this 

URL into your browser:  http://www.Koorus.com 

http://www.koorus.com/
http://www.webtreepro.com/

